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WHAT DO WE KNOW?

•

The Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery
Arrangements (NDRRA) are vital in assisting
councils and communities to recover from
major natural disasters. It is critical that the
costs of restoring government infrastructure
are shared across all levels of government,
and that the Commonwealth remains
committed to meeting up to 75% of those costs.

•

The capacity of communities to identify,
mitigate and respond to natural disasters
is critical. In the face of an increase in extreme
weather events, rebuilding infrastructure
to its original specifications and condition is
not sufficient. Betterment funding, or a small
additional investment, will save millions of
dollars in years to come by ensuring that
infrastructure is rebuilt to withstand new
climate-change realities.

•

In its 2014 inquiry into natural disaster
funding, the Productivity Commission
noted the value of disaster mitigation
expenditure and raised the idea of a
$200 million per annum mitigation program.

•

The value of investment in mitigation was
also highlighted by the Australian Business
Roundtable for Disaster Resilience and Safer
Communities in its 2013 White Paper.

INITIATIVE
PROTECT COMMUNITIES
FROM THE IMPACTS OF
NATURAL DISASTERS
WHAT IS THE ISSUE?
Australia is profoundly impacted by natural
disasters and communities need appropriate
and adequate relief and support to recover
from these events.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT FOR
COMMUNITIES?
Many communities are exposed to natural
disasters on a recurring basis and
experience repeated disruptions from flood,
cyclone and fire events. Natural disasters
around the country have claimed lives and
impacted hundreds of thousands of people.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT PROPOSES
Protect communities from the impacts of natural disasters by:
• ensuring that local government is not worse off under current reforms of
the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangements.
• investing in a targeted disaster mitigation program at a level of $200 million
per annum for four years.

ECONOMIC BENEFIT
ALGA’s analysis indicates that this investment would have a cumulative
Gross Domestic Product benefit of $620 million by the third year and
create up to 1,500 new jobs.
Note however, the performance outcome of this initiative also depends on the cost of disaster avoided to expenditure ratio.

50 people
lose their lives
as a direct result of
natural disasters
each year

1,500 are injured
250,000 are affected in some way

The economic cost to communities
is estimated by Deloitte Access
Economics to be in excess of

$6 billion
per annum
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